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A Le T TE R T0 the LOR DS upon the 
Matter of the Occaſional | Pa. 


My Lords, 2 E 
IIS credibly reported, That the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons is preparing a Bill for the 
prevention of Hypocriſy, by which (as is 
— . commonly. underſtood) it is meant, That no 
Perſon in Public Office, who has communicated in the Sup- 
per of our Lord according to the Order of the Church of 
England, ſhall be ever after permitted to join in any Form 
of Religious Worſhip with any Diffentiag Conpregation, 
without being liable to forfeit his publick Truſt. I make 
no doubt the Houſe of Commons will ſend this Bill up 
to your Lordſhips for your Concurrence. Nor can I 
conceive to whom they can apply themſelves for the pre- 
vention and detection of Hypocriſy better than to your 
Lordſhips. The. Sincerity of your Lordſhips Anceſtors 
to the Intereſt of their Country in the moſt dangerous 
Times, together with your own Noble Blood and Gene- 
rous Education, are more than ſufficient to juſtify the 
Commons Application to your Lordſhips hereupon: For 
Hypocriſy muſt above all things be the utmoſt. deteftati- 
on and abhorrence of the Exgliſb Peerage, as it is the low- 
eſt Embaſement, and unpardonable Blemiſh of true Ho- 
nour. Em | 
A Hypocrite is a wretched, cowardly, ſneeking Of. 
fal of Mankind: And — cannot 1 — 
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Hypocriſy, becauſe 'tis the baſeſt and vileſt Proſtitution 
of all Credit and Honour amongſt Men; and in this you 
are juſtify'd by God himſelf, who declares, That he ab- 
hors a Hypocrite becauſe he proſtitutes his Conſcience, 
which is his ſenſe of Honour towards God, 11-8 
And your Lordſhips cannot but have obſerv'd here- 
tofore ſome Perſons to have had in themſelves ſo baſe an 
Allay, as to have engag'd the Sacred Ordinances of God 
himſelf in the Service of ſuch low and mean Deſigns, as 
their own domineering Pride, or their Covetouſneſs, ei- 
ther of Wealth, Honour, or Power, and perhaps ſome- 
times mere Malice and ill Nature, have ſuggeſted. | 

This ſelf-ended Hypocriſy has ſometimes aſſum'd to it 
{elf the Shape of Loyalty, and (as far as I perceive ) 
may lay claim to great Antiquity ; as appears by the Ad- 
dreſs of the Grandees of Babylon to Nebuchaanezzar their 
King, which I have read in the Book of Daniel; where- 
in they paſs ſo high a Complement npan their Prince, as 
to forbid all Supplications to any God or Man faving to 
him alone. And all this was done only to take a religious 
Handle to turn Daniel out of his Place, which the King 
had deſervedly beſtow'd upon him, and which he had 
very honourably diſcharg'd. I have heard that the Or- 
thodox Chriſtians and the Arians, did in their turns in- 
vent religious Teſts whereby do ſupplant one another: 
And that a Presbyterian Preacher warmly inveighing a- 
gainſt the Biſhops in the late Times, ſaid, This is God's 
Cauſe which T plead, or elſe he ſhall be no God for me. But 
for Men in any caſe to pretend the. Cauſe of God in order 
to ſupplant'their Neighbours, and to put them out of their 
Truſts which are honeftly diſcharg'd, ſeems to me to 
carry ſomething of the Air of Hypocriſy in it; and ſo does 
all Partiality. Wherefore I hold myſelf oblig'd, under 
the Penalty of your Lordſhips Diſpleaſure, which I W 


by no means inour, to ſtate the Matter of Occaſiapal Con- 
ber, with all ineerity, according to the belt of my 
Underſtanding. * TY 3 

But becauſe I may not be ſo perfectly inſtructed in the 
Doctrine of the Sacraments as the Learned are, I will. 
dexermine nothing poſitively herein, but only upon Sup- 
; Suppoſing then that the Sacrament of the Holy Com- 
munion was intended for the Secular Intereſt of the Prieſt- 
hood, ſo that every Communicant were thereby oblig'd 
to uphold and maintain the particular Intereſt of the 
Clergy, from whoſe hands they receive the Elements, a- 
ainſt all whom they (for Reaſons beſt known to them- 
elves) ſhall think fit to oppoſe ; I conteſs, upon this Sup-. 
poſal, I ſhould take all ſuch to be Hypocrites, or (which 
is all one to me) Knaves, who having receiv*d the Sacra- 

ent from a Conformable Miniſter, ſhall afterwards join 

imſelf to a Diſſenting Congregation.: And were I a 
Cler 8 man oſ Llic Ci , 1 ſhuuldt fa ſuch a one was. 4 
Hypocrite, a Jack. a· both · ſides, a Tom: double, and unfit 
for any Place of Truſt; who when I had given him the 
Sacrament to qualify him for a Place, ſhould baſely de- 
ſert the Church · Intereſt and join with the Diſſenters. 
Hut on the contrary, if it ſhould be fo as I have heard 
Scholars ſay upon this Subject, that this Sacrament was 
intended only as a Memorial of the precious Death of 
our Saviour, I do not fee how it can be made uſe of to 
draw a Manto be of any Party of Chriſtians : So that if 
either a Church-Parſon or a Diſſenter ſhould challenge 
me for his Property becauſe I receiv*d the Sacrament from 
his hand, I ſhould be ſo free as to tell him, that he has no 
more particular Intereſt in the Sacrament than another 
Majan. So that Lam till at liberty, with a due reſpect to 
the Memory of my Lord and Saviour, to receive either at 
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Geneva or Ebnd, or from ar 
out being engaged in ny particular Clergy-Iritereſt bat | 


Tard Förg d * bree TOUSONE: 


üiteneſs which is 10 pecullar to your moſt Honourable 


1400 


Froteſtant Minifter, with: 


ſoever, SER 


' Notwithſtanding, this, I ſhall always ys pay a relpes to. 


the Conftitution of the Church of England as by Law 


eſtabliſh'd, as alfo to any of her Clergy-men in whom T 
ſee Learning, Probity, Induſtry, or any other virtuous 
Accompliſhment: eſpecial] if I perceive in him a love to 
his Queen and Country, and tothe Proteſtant Succeſſion as at 


E pee eftabliſy*a, 1 cannot forbear to ſhew reſpect to ſuch 


a Clergy-man. 


But if a Church: Prieft ſhall tell me that I am a'Hyp o- 


crite, becauſe I ſhew a reſpect to other Cler Sy or Lay Lag 


who are not of his Communion, I ſhall ſuſpect bm of 
ſome by-ends, which the Spirit of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on does in no way favour. I know that your Lordſhips 
have ſufficient Penetration and Generoſity to diſcern and 
Thus. take leave gf yout 


my Stile; ſince every Witter muſt fall ſhort of thar Ay 
Houſe, and no Man mote than Ak 
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